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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME (YEAR A) 

Upcoming Next Week… 

 Sunday, February 22, 2026 
||  First Sunday of Lent 

 Mass @ 7:00am 
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PARISH STAFF 
 

PARISH PRIEST 
 Rev. Fr. Anthony Dotse 

020 824 2251 
 

ASSOCIATE PARISH PRIEST 
 Rev. Fr. Kofi Akoto 

020 956 4045 
 

PRIEST IN RESIDENCE & CHAPLAIN 
 Rev. Fr. Komla Emmanuel 

024 338 0052 
 
CHAIRPERSON, PPC 
 Mr. Hope Walter 

024 483 8573 

 

SECRETARY, PPC 
 Mr. Cyprian Nana Yaw Broni  

024 284 3595  
 

SECRETARY, LPC 
 Mr. Kingsley  Agbezuge 

024 340 4408 
 

CATECHISTS 
 Mr. Alfred Dzorgbesi 

024 232 6010 
 Mr. Foster Osei 

020 957 2028 
 Mr. Asiwome Kumagah 

027 747 5724 
 Mr. Opoku Richard Aboagye 

024 497 5110 
 

SECURITY 
 Mr. Yao Nyanku 

054 862 0472 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 Sunday, February 15, 2026 || Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
• Sir 15:15–20 / Ps 119:1–2, 4–5, 17–18, 33–34 / 1 Cor 2:6–10 / Mt 5:17

–37 or 5:20–22a, 27–28, 33–34a, 37 
 

 Monday, February 16, 2026 || Monday of the Sixth Week in Ordinary 
Time 
• Jas 1:1–11 / Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 / Mk 8:11–13   

 

 Tuesday, February 17, 2026 ||  Tuesday of the Sixth Week in Ordinary 
Time 
• Jas 1:12–18 / Ps 94:12–13a, 14–15, 18–19 / Mk 8:14–21   
 

 Wednesday, February 18, 2026 || Ash Wednesday 
• Jl 2:12–18 / Ps 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 12–13, 14 and 17 / 2 Cor 5:20—6:2 / Mt 

6:1–6, 16–18   
 

 Thursday, February 18, 2026 || Thursday After Ash Wednesday 
• Dt 30:15–20 / Ps 1:1–2, 3, 4 and 6 / Lk 9:22–25   
 

 Friday, February 20, 2026 || Friday After Ash Wednesday 
• Is 58:1–9a / Ps 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 18–19 / Mt 9:14–15   

 

 Saturday, February 21, 2026 || Saturday After Ash Wednesday 
• Is 58:9b–14 / Ps 86:1–2, 3–4, 5–6 / Lk 5:27–32   

 

 Sunday, February 22, 2026 || First Sunday of Lent 
• Gn 2:7–9; 3:1–7 / Ps 51:3–4, 5–6, 12–13, 17 / Rom 5:12–19 or 5:12, 17

–19 / Mt 4:1–11 

CHURCH SERVICES & SACRAMENTS 
 

 Sundays:   7:00am (E3e/English) - Unless otherwise arranged 

 Daily Masses: 6:15am (Monday - Saturday) 

 Confession:  4:00pm (Saturdays) 

 Infant Baptism: Baptisms are held on the First Saturday of every month. 

Please contact the Parish Priest to make arrangements. Baptismal Prepa-

ration meeting is required.  

 Anointing of the Sick:   Available on request. Contact the Parish Priest 

 Marriage:   Contact the Parish Priest at least six months prior to marriage 
 

Note: 
 

 Parishioners entering, leaving, or moving within the Church should notify 
the Parish Priest 

 Due to patient privacy, clinics/hospitals cannot disclose health information. 
If you or a family member is hospitalized, kindly contact the Parish Priest. 

Click or tap here to view pictures from previous 
Mass on our Facebook page 

There would be Catechism on Sunday at 4:00pm 

All church announcements should be sent to the 
church Secretary via 024 148 9098 before Fridays 

The Catholic Standard is available for sale at the Parish. 
Interested persons should contact Mr. Alfred Dzorgbesi 

“Do Your Best 

And God Will 

Do The Rest” 
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THE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not 
think that I have come to abolish the 
law or the prophets. I have come not 
to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say 
to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest letter or the 
smallest part of a letter will pass from 
the law, until all things have taken 
place.” Matthew 5:17–18 
 
For many, the Old Testament can be 
confusing, filled with laws, rituals, and 
prophecies that seem difficult to con-
nect with the New Testament. Yet, 
Jesus’ words remind us that the Old 
Testament is not merely a relic of the 
past but an essential part of God’s 
divine plan. Furthermore, every law, 
prophecy, and detail, down to “the 
smallest letter or the smallest part of 
a letter,” finds its deepest meaning 
and completion in Christ. 
 
In a simplified way, the “Law and the 
Prophets” in the Old Testament can 
be summarized as moral laws, cere-
monial laws, and prophetic teaching. 
The moral laws reflect God’s eternal 
truths of right and wrong, the ceremo-
nial laws govern Israel’s worship and 
rituals, and the prophetic teaching 
calls the people to repentance, point-
ing to the coming Messiah. Together, 
these form the foundation of the Old 
Covenant, which is fulfilled in Christ, 
Who established the New and Eternal 
Covenant. Additionally, the Psalms 
and Wisdom literature enrich the Law 

and the Prophets, offering inspired 
prayers, meditations on God’s faithful-
ness, and practical guidance for virtu-
ous living. 
 
Though it might be an arduous task to 
read through the entire Old Testa-
ment, those who do so with under-
standing discover the truth that every-
thing finds its fulfillment in Christ. 
“Fulfillment” does not mean that Je-
sus altered or discarded the Old Tes-
tament; rather, He revealed its true 
and hidden meaning, bringing it to 
perfection. What the Old Testament 
could only foreshadow, Jesus accom-
plished, achieving the fullness of 
God’s plan. 
 
By analogy, consider an artist’s 
sketch that depicts a beautiful moun-
tain range and sunset. The Old Testa-
ment is like that sketch—it provides 
the framework, details, and foreshad-
owing of something greater. In Christ, 
the sketch is brought to life, becoming 
reality through God’s creative act. 
While the sketch and the actual 
mountain range are the same scene, 
the reality is the perfect and complete 
expression of what the sketch antici-
pated. God, as the Divine Artist, first 
“sketched” what would come to be 
through the Law, Prophets, and Wis-
dom literature, and then brought it to 
fulfillment through Jesus’ Incarnation, 
Life, Death, and Resurrection. 
 
In today’s Gospel, after declaring that 
He came to fulfill the Law and the 
Prophets, Jesus provided three ex-
amples of how He brings the Old Tes-
tament moral law to its fulfillment. The 
commandment “You shall not kill” is 
deepened to include the interior sin of 
anger; “You shall not commit adul-
tery” is expanded to include lust in the 
heart; and “Do not take a false oath” 
is elevated to a call for sincerity, hon-
esty, and integrity in all one says and 
does. The Messiah then pours forth 
His grace, enabling the faithful to live 
in accord with this high calling. 
 
Though not included in today’s Gos-

pel, Jesus also brings the ceremonial 
laws to fulfillment by becoming the 
Lamb of God, offering Himself as the 
definitive High Priest on the new altar 
of the Cross. Furthermore, our Lord 
fulfills the prophets by establishing 
the New Covenant in His blood, as 
seen in Isaiah’s vision of the Suffering 
Servant Who bears the sins of many 
(Isaiah 53), Jeremiah’s promise of the 
new covenant written on hearts 
(Jeremiah 31:31–34), and Micah’s 
prophecy of a ruler born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:2). 

Reflect today on God’s Eternal Law, 
established before the foundation of 
the world and brought to fulfillment in 
Christ. The human life of the Son of 
God is the center of time and eternity. 
Everything converges on Him, and 
new life flows from Him. Just as our 
Lord fulfills the Old Testament, He 
also is the only source of true fulfill-
ment in our lives. Ponder His mission 
and renew your choice to accept His 
New Covenant, written on your heart 
by grace. Doing so is an exercise in 
Divine Wisdom, giving you a share in 
the new life of grace, made possible 
by His blood. 

Glorious Lawgiver and Messiah, Your 
Wisdom is perfect, eternal, and trans-
forming. All things came to be through 
You and find their fulfillment in You. I 
thank You for the gift of Your Eternal 
Law and pray for the grace to live it to 
perfection, with the aid of Your saving 
grace. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
. 

“The Lord God formed the human from topsoil of the fertile land 

and ble life’s breath onto his nostrils. The human came to life.” - 

Genesis 2:7 
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WHAT IS ASH 
WEDNESDAY? 

 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of 
Lent - and a wonderful opportunity to 
make yourself 100% available to God! 
 
How available to God are you? 50%? 
75%? 96.4%?  
 
No matter what your answer, Ash 
Wednesday is the perfect time to de-
cide that you will spend this Lent in-
creasing that number. 
 
On Ash Wednesday, you can get your 
forehead blessed with ashes at Mass 
or a prayer service. These ashes are 
a reminder that we need to repent. 
 
Repentance is a powerful invitation. 
When John the Baptist first appeared 
in the desert of Judea, this was his 
message: “Repent, prepare the way 
of the Lord” (Matthew 3:2). Later, 

when Jesus began his ministry, he 
led with this message: “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 4:17). 
 
But what does it mean for us to re-
pent, here and now, more than two 
thousand years later? It means the 
same as it did to the people walking 
around the dusty pathways in their 
sandals, trying to inch closer to Jesus 
as he passed through their town or 
village. Repent means “to turn back to 
God.” 
 
We all find ourselves needing to turn 
back to God many times a day, in 
ways small and large. It is not a mat-
ter of guilt and it is not a shameful 
thing. It is simply that we are a better 
version of ourselves when we return 
to his side! 
 

THE HISTORY OF 
ASHES ON ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
 
You might be wondering why we get 
ashes on our foreheads for Ash 
Wednesday. Throughout history, ash-
es have been a powerful outward 
symbol of interior repentance and 
spiritual awareness. Here are some 
examples of ashes in the Bible: 
 "Therefore I disown what I have 

said, and repent in dust and ash-
es." (Job 42:6) 

 "Daughter of my people, dress in 
sackcloth, roll in the ash-
es." (Jeremiah 6:26) 

 "I turned to the Lord God, to seek 

help, in prayer and petition, with 
fasting, sackcloth, and ash-
es." (Daniel 9:3) 

 "When the news reached the king 
of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, laid aside his robe, cov-
ered himself with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. Then he had this 
proclaimed throughout Nineveh: 
“By decree of the king and his no-
bles, no man or beast, no cattle or 
sheep, shall taste anything; they 
shall not eat, nor shall they drink 
water. Man and beast alike must 
be covered with sackcloth and call 
loudly to God; they all must turn 
from their evil way and from the 
violence of their hands." (Jonah 3: 
6-8) 

 
The Early Christians used ashes to 
show repentance as well, but not just 
on Ash Wednesday! After going to 
confession, it was common for the 
priest to give the person ashes on 
their forehead. Catholics have been 
receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday 
since the time of St. Gregory the 
Great. In 1091, Pope Urban II encour-
aged the entire Church to use ashes 
on Ash Wednesday. 
 
If you want to get blessed with ashes 
this Ash Wednesday, be sure to 
check with your local parish. Most 
churches celebrate Mass or have a 
prayer service on Ash Wednesday, 
and all are welcome to attend and be 
blessed with ashes. 
 
Source: Dynamic Catholic 
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    HO DEANERY 
 

 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Ho-
Bankoe 

 St. Cecilia, Ho-Dome 
 St. Ignatius of Loyola Chaplaincy, 

Ho-Volta Barracks 
 Holy Spirit, SSNIT Flats, Ho 
 Christ The King, Mawuli Estate, 

Ho 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Ho-Kpevele 
 Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, 

Sokode-Lokoe 
 St. Anthony, Sokode-Gbogame 
 St. Andrews, Ziope 
 St. Joseph, Adaklu-Ahunda 
 St. Stephen, Kpetoe 
 St. Gabriel The Archangel, Ho-

Agortome 
 St. Luke Chaplaincy, UHAS-Ho 
 St. Augustine Chaplaincy, HTU-

Ho 
 
      Note: 

Priests in OLA SHS, Ho, associ-
ate with this deanery 

 
     

 

KPEDZE DEANERY 
 

 St. Anthony, Kpedze 
 St. Anthony, Taviefe 
 Immaculate Heart of Mary, Shia 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Frankadua 
 Holy Cross, Have 
 St. Michael, Tsito 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Dzemeni 
 St. Joseph, Liati 
 Queen of Peace, Golokwati 
 

Note:  
Priests in Rijnbeek School, Have, 
associate with this deanery. 

 

    KPANDO DEANERY 
 

 Immaculate Conception, Kpando 
 St. Raphael, Kpando-Dzoanti 
 Our Lady of Lourdes, Kpando-

Agbenoxoe 
 Margaret Marquart Chaplaincy, 

Kpando 
 St. Benedict, Sovie 
 Ss. Peter & Paul, Anfoega 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Aveme Beme 
 St. Peter, Vakpo 

Note:  
Priests in CYO Vocational/
Technical Institute, Sovie and 
Bishop Herman College, Kpando, 
associate with this deanery 

     

HOHOE DEANERY 
 

 St. Augustine, Hohoe 
 Holy Rosary, Hohoe 
 Holy Trinity, Hohoe 
 St. Aloysius, Gbi-Atabu 
 Sacred Heart, Fodome-Helu 
 St. Augustine, Alavanyo 
 St. Michael, Lolobi 
 St. Mary, Likpe-Abrani 
 St. Joseph, Likpe-Mate 

 
Note:  
Priests in St. Mary’s Minor Semi-
nary/SHS, Lolobi, St. Francis Col-
lege of Education, St. Theresa 
College of Education and St. Aga-
tha Commercial/SHS, Hohoe, as-
sociate with this deanery. 

WHERE TO FIND A CATHOLIC CHURCH IF YOU ARE IN  

HO, KPEDZE, KPANDO OR HOHOE 
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“But if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and cleanse us from everything 
we’ve done wrong.” - John 1:9 

CONNECT WITH US 
 

Conveniently located off Volta Barracks road, Ho-Dome 
 

 Address: P. O. Box HP 192, Ho. V/R.  

 Email:  stceciliaho@gmail.com  

 Weblog:  stceciliagh.blogspot.com  

 GPS: VH-0009-4979 

CLEANUP EXERCISE  
 

The Youth would be responsible for the cleaning of the chapel and the 
church premises next Saturday towards Mass on Sunday. They would 
also bring items for offertory.  

CHURCH GROUPS 
    

 NAME CONTACTS  

 St. Cecilia Choir 024 441 8116 - 

 St. Mary's Choir 024 208 5310 - 

 St. Ambrose Choir 024 745 6192 - 

 St. Cecilia Media Team 020 902 6040 - 

 St. Anthony’s Guild 050 289 4376 - 

 Legion of Mary 024 232 6010 - 

 Israel Group 024 366 9255 - 

 Voice of Cecilia 024 998 3485 - 

 Keta-Akatsi Union 024 402 2546 - 

 Perpetual Help Confraternity 024 401 1156 - 

 Knights & Ladies of Marshall  - 

 Sacred Heart Confraternity 055 227 5414 - 

 Catholic Women 024 622 6887 - 

 Men Fellowship 024 277 6578 - 

 The Youth 024 284 3595 - 

 Good Shepherd 024 401 1156 - 

 Christian Mother's Association 024 672 3213 - 
 Ushers  - 
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TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  

 Get your business flyer ready 
 Click or tap here to share a token of appreci-

ation 
 Upload your business flyer 
 Submit Form 

“It’s not about ideas, it’s 

about making ideas happen” 
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